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PARIS (AP) — Former Panama¬ 
nian dictator Manuel Noriega 
will be extradited to his home¬ 
land in the next tew weeks, the 
French Justice Ministry said. 
France and Panama have 
been working out the details 
of the extradition. Justice Min¬ 
istry spokesman Bruno Badre 
told The Associated Press by 
telephone. A French court 
ruled that Noriega can be 
handed over to serve time 
for past crimes, more than 20 
years after being ousted and 
arrested in a U.S. invasion. 
Badre said “the judicial condi¬ 
tions have now been filled” for 
extradition and “this will occur 
in the next few weeks.” 

The elderly former strong¬ 
man has been behind bars in 
Florida, on drug charges, and 
in France, for money launder¬ 
ing. Panama wants Noriega 
returned to serve prison terms 
handed down after he was 
convicted in absentia for em¬ 
bezzlement, corruption and 
murder. The court decision 
came after months of legal 
procedures. Friends and foes 
alike feared that Noriega 
might die in a French prison 
— notably Panamanians who 
fought against human rights 
abuses during his 1983-1989 
regime. Noriega, a one-time 
CIA asset, turned into an em¬ 
barrassment for the U.S. after 
he sidled up to Colombia's 
Medellin drug cartel and 
turned to crime. In Panama, 
he is accused of murdering 
opponents including Moises 
Giroldi, a military commander 
who led a failed rebellion two 
months before the U.S. inva¬ 
sion, and Hugo Spadafora, 
whose decapitated body was 
found on the border with Cos¬ 
ta Rica in 1985.G 
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VA Tech gunman 


BOB LEWIS 

ZINIE CHEN SAMPSON 
Associated Press 
BLACKSBURG, Virginia (AP) 

— Police identified a part- 
time college student Friday 
as the Virginia Tech gun¬ 
man who shot a police 
officer to death and then 
killed himself, triggering a 
lockdown on the campus 
that witnessed the United 
States’ worst mass slaying in 
recent memory four years 
ago The day befare Thurs¬ 
day's shaotings, 22-year- 
ald Pass Truett Ashley stole 
a sport utility vehicle at 
gunpaint from a real estate 
office in nearby Radford, 
where he attended Rad¬ 
ford University, police said. 
The car was found Thurs¬ 
day on the Virginia Tech 
campus. Police said Ashley 
walked up ta the palice 
afficer he did net knew 
and fired, then toak aft far 
the campus greenhouses. 



Virginia Tech students sign notes on boards, before a candle¬ 
light vigil on the drill field, on campus, as a memorial to Vir¬ 
ginia Tech police Officer Deriek Crouse who was gunned down 
Thursday during a traffic stop on the campus of Virginia Tech in 
Blacksburg, Va., Friday, Dec. 9, 2011. 


ditching his pullover, wool 
cap and backpack. He 
made his way to a nearby 
parking lot, and when a 
deputy spotted him, he 
shot himself. Neighbor Nan 
Forbes said Ashley was 
quiet, rarely seen ar heard 


(AP Photo/Don Petersen) 

from. She said she knew 
he was in trouble when 
she saw two police officers 
guarding the door to his 
apartment. “It does freak 
us out because we live in 
this building, but there was 
nat one peep of trouble. 


a lone wolf 


nothing unusual,” she said. 
Deriek W. Crouse, 39, was 
the palice cfficer killed. He 
had been on the Virginia 
Tech farce far four years, 
joining about six months af¬ 
ter 33 people were killed in 
a classroom building and 
dorm April 16, 2007. 

Crouse pulled over a stu¬ 
dent Thursday and was 
shot while sitting in his un¬ 
marked cruiser. The stu¬ 
dent didn’t have any link 
to the gunman, state po¬ 
lice spokeswoman Corrine 
Geller said Friday at a news 
conference. 

Shortly before 12:30 p.m., 
police received a call from 
a witness who said an offi¬ 
cer had been shot. About 
six minutes later, the first 
campus-wide alert was 
sent by email, text mes¬ 
sage and electronic signs 
in university buildings. Many 
students on campus were 
preparing for exams, and 


they were told to stay in¬ 
doors. 

Fifteen minutes after the 
witness called police, a 
deputy sheriff noticed a 
man at the back of anoth¬ 
er parking lot nearby. The 
man was by himself, look¬ 
ing around furtively and 
acting “a little suspicious,” 
according to Geller. 

The deputy drove up and 
down the rows of the 
sprawling parking lot and 
lost sight of the man for a 
moment. The deputy then 
found the man lying on the 
pavement, shot to death. 
The handgun was nearby. 
Police said nobody wit¬ 
nessed the suicide. 

The shootings unfolded on 
the same day Virginia Tech 
officials were in Washing¬ 
ton, fighting a federal gov¬ 
ernment fine over their han¬ 
dling of the 2007 massacre, 
and the shooting brought 
back painful memories.Q 
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Deadline passes for Occupy Boston without eviction 


LAURA GRIMALDI 
STEVE LeBLANC 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — A dimin¬ 
ished Occupy Boston en¬ 
campment held its ground 
otter police decided not 
to immediately enforce a 
midnight deadline that the 
mayor had set for them to 
leave a city square. 

Two protesters were ar¬ 
rested after police said 
they moved a tent into 
a street and refused to 
move, blocking traffic. But 
there were no other serious 
confrontations between 
the demonstrators and 
supporters who gathered 
at the site as the deadline 
loomed. The threat of forc¬ 
ible removal left Boston 
poised Friday to join several 
other cities, including New 
York City, Los Angeles, Phil¬ 
adelphia and San Francis¬ 
co, where officials moved 
to oust protesters. 

Boston police Supt. William 
Evans told protesters that 
even though Mayor Thom¬ 
as Menino set the dead¬ 
line, he did not specify 
when the camp would be 
shut down. 

“We're continuing to work 
with (the protesters)... and 
hopefully come to a good 
conclusion where we don’t 
have any confrontations 
and there are no arrests,” 
Evans told reporters. 

Many protesters had pulled 
up stakes and left the en¬ 
campment Thursday after 
learning of the deadline, 
but others stayed, and 
some said they were pre¬ 
pared to be arrested. 

“I have no intention of leav¬ 
ing,” said 20-year-old Bran¬ 
don Cloran, who has lived 
at the camp for the past 
six weeks. “No one here will 
give up,” Cloran said Fri¬ 
day morning. The encamp¬ 
ment site in Dewey Square 
in the city’s financial district 
looked noticeably smaller 
Friday than it had since the 



Occupy protester Lauren Chalas of Plymouth, Moss., cen¬ 
ter, sits on top of a folded tent wrapped in plastic as it is 
removed from the Dewey Square area of Boston. A pian 
by Occupy Boston protestors to bring the winterized tent 
into the movement’s Dewey Square encampment was 
met with opposition from the city. The tent, which did not 
enter the encampment, was taken away by truck after 
protesters met with members of the Boston poiice and fire 
department. 

(AP Photo/Steven Senne) 



JEEP TOUR ADVENTUREl 


HUNGRY FOR 
THRILLING FUN 
& ADVENTURE? 


FEEL THE APHENALINE RUSH 
WITH A 6-HOUR OFF-ROAP APVENTURE TO 
THE NATURAL TOOL AHP BEYONP. 

WE dVE YOU MUCH MORE FOR 
MUCH LESS OR YOUR MONEY BACKl 

INCLUPEP: SNACKS, REFRESHMENTS ^ AN 
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT PINNER BUFFET AT 
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PR/CF: (/SP F7 /yp 
SRrURRRFS d SUWRRFS 
FROM /^:00 TO F0:00. 


I/M/FFP RHR/lRP/l/rr/ 

POOF FORK: OR 7VVOOOO 

WE AT ALL-PRIVE CAR RENTAL OFFER YOU A REGULAR 

HZE CAR FOR $30 P/DAYl 



protesters first began oc¬ 
cupying the site on Sept. 
30. Only about 40 protest¬ 
ers and 35 tents remained, 
covering less than half the 
area the protest once did. 
The remaining protesters 
said they were not de¬ 
terred by the smaller pres¬ 
ence. Mike Hipson, 19, said 
he expects some protest¬ 
ers who went to Washing¬ 
ton this week to return Fri¬ 
day afternoon. He said the 
group has no immediate 


plans to leave. 

Around the protesters, a 
police officer removed 
metal barriers while a 
public works crew loaded 
wood, lawn chairs, plas¬ 
tic covers and other items 
onto a recycling truck. 
During a visit to the site at 
about 8 a.m. Friday, Bos¬ 
ton Police Commissioner 
Edward Davis wouldn’t 
say what the city plans to 
do about the remaining 
protesters.^ 
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We are Celebrating our 
25th Anniversary 
with a 4-course 
Dinner Special! 

CAppetizer^ * Fish Soup 
^-^ • Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Saiad 

C Entree~^ * Fresh Catch of the Day 

_ ^ prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. us Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


Dessert 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream _ 


Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 


Vj 




25th ANNIVERSARY « 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Tuesdays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, 
cmrijui it. cwiMei 


SWUM & SWING! 

DAILY 9-1:30pm $57pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 2:30-5:30pm 
$38pp Shorter version 
with Open Bar, Gear 
& Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Tue, Wed, Thur, Fri 
6:30-9:30pm only $75pp 
Join our crew for Pirate Feast, 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at SAVC $10 pCI* COUpIc/pCF COUpOII 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott fQf mOl'ninC & dinilBI' CraiSB 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid ® 

For direct telephone reservations OA /B A*1 VOBO 55 per COUpje/per COUpOII 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 9oO \3 m / ■ OwO *OV AtlernOOII CrUISe 






Chavez cancels trip to Argentina and Brazil 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez on Friday 
canceled a trip to Argen¬ 
tina and Brazil, citing his 
government’s efforts to 
help flood victims. 

Chavez announced the 
decision in o phone coll on 
state television. 
“Unfortunately I hod to 
cancel my trip to Buenos 
Aires," Chavez said, add¬ 
ing that Foreign Minister 
Nicolas Moduro would 
take his place at Satur¬ 
day's inauguration of Ar¬ 
gentine President Cristina 
Fernandez. 

“The rains hit us hard," said 
Chavez, who also chatted 


by phone with evacuees 
at a disaster shelter. 

Interior and Justice Minis¬ 
ter Tareck El Aissomi said 
floods and mudslides this 
week have caused at 
least eight deaths and 
that thousands of families 
have left their homes to 
take refuge in government 
shelters. Chavez confirmed 
he was canceling the trip 


hours after an organization 
headed by former Brazilian 
President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva said it had been 
informed that Chavez was 
no longer going. 

Chavez had planned to 
visit Silva in Brazil after at¬ 
tending Fernandez's inau¬ 
guration. 

As for his health, Chavez 
said “I’m very well." □ 


Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, center, waves after 
a press conference with foreign media at Miraflores presi¬ 
dential palace in Caracas, Venezuela. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


Congo's president re¬ 
elected in disputed result 

KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — 

Congo's opposition leader, 
who was declared the loser 


LoesEHl Bl Uie Wntin Af ubi-. 


Bring this ad and receive 20% discount on v^ur entire meal at Pago Pago Restaurant 

Call for reservation 58B J466 

V^Eiti until Deceinber JO’’" 20114nil not valid with any Othf pnOmotiOjiJ. 


TheWestin 

RESORT CASINO 
ARURA 


Supporters of Congolese 
president Joseph Kabila 
take to the streets in jubi¬ 
lation in Kinshasa, 

of the country’s election, 
rejected those results and 
insisted he was president, 
setting the stage for a 
dangerous confrontation 
in the volatile Central Afri¬ 
can nation. 

In the hours after incum¬ 
bent President Joseph 
Kabila was named the win¬ 
ner of last month's race, 
unease gripped Congo's 
capital, though the mass 
mobilization of opposition 
supporters that some ob¬ 
servers had feared did not 
immediately occur Friday. 
Columns of smoke 
smudged the sky above 
opposition neighborhoods 
where angry young men 
burned tires, sporadic 
shots pierced the air, and 
police wearing helmets 
and shin guards patrolled 
the streets. □ 
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Romney seeks high ground in Presidentiai debate 


CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) 

— Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney 
tried to take the high road 
while his allies attacked 
Newt Gingrich, the former 
U.S. House of Representa¬ 
tives speaker now lead¬ 
ing in natianal palls and in 
the key state of Iowa. The 
two leading candidates to 
challenge President Barack 
Obama next year will meet 
face to face at a natianally 
televised Republican de¬ 
bate Saturday night. The 
campaign's opening con¬ 
test for the 2012 election is 
Jan. 3 in Iowa, just weeks 
away. Gingrich’s quick 
rise in the polls is threaten¬ 
ing Romney in the race far 
the Republican nomina- 
tian, and Romney defend¬ 
ed himself on Friday after 
supparters started airing a 
TV attack ad and called 
Gingrich untrustworthy. The 




Republican presidential candidate, former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney speaks during a town haii meeting, Fri¬ 
day, Dec. 9, 2011, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall) 


cism came after months of 
focusing solely on Obama, 
indicating that Romney is 
on the defense after Gin¬ 
grich’s strong rise in the 
polls. “I can’t write a script 
for Gov. Sununu or any¬ 
body else,” Romney told 
reporters. “I can tell you 
that the peaple who have 
worked for Speaker Gin¬ 
grich have their own views, 
and they’ll express their 
views. My views are to focus 
on the distinctions we have 
on issues.” 

Romney was careful not 
to attack Gingrich himself, 
passing up an opportunity 


to criticize Gingrich on im¬ 
migration, an issue over 
which the two candidates 
have sparred in recent 
weeks. Romney’s gentle 
tone contrasts sharply with 
the quickly escalating tenor 
of the Republican nominat¬ 
ing campaign, which has 
came dawn to a race be¬ 
tween him and Gingrich in 
recent days. 

Romney is working to keep 
expectations low in Iowa, 
where he faces skepticism 
from conservative caucus 
goers because of his Mor¬ 
mon faith and reversals on 
cultural issues. □ 


farmer Massachusetts gcv- 
erncr’s campaign also ar¬ 
ranged a conference call 
Thursday in which farmer 
New Hampshire governor 
John Sununu and former 
Senator Jim Talent at¬ 
tacked Gingrich. The criti- 
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THE SITTER 

daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 
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red sail sports. 

Snorkel Sail 

Our luxurious catamaran will take you 
to Aruba's best snorkel spots. Visit 
the Antilla ship wreck and more! 

^ Morning and afternoon tours available _ 



Book 

Via internet: 
www.redsailaruba.com 
By phone: 

(-k297) 586-1603 


Fashionistas take flight on board Bolivia State Airline 



Models for the Colombian lingerie brand Ronied exit a plane af¬ 
ter modeling lingerie on the plane during a promotional event 
by Bolivia's state airline BoA that flew from La Paz to Cochabam¬ 
ba, Boiivia, Friday Dec. 9, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Juan Karita) 


LA PAZ - Models for the 
Colombian lingerie brand 
Ronied modeled lingerie 
on a plane during a pro¬ 
motional event by Bolivia’s 
state airline BoA that flew 
from La Paz to Cochabam¬ 
ba, Bolivia, Friday Dec. 9, 
2011, as Bolivia's Fashion 
Week begins. At recent 
shows, crafted from old 
newspapers, plastic bags, 
discarded CDs and soda 
bottle caps, Bolivian de¬ 
signer Marion Macedo’s 
quirky fashion creations 


have added an eclectic 
dimension to the catwalks 
of Europe, South America 
and Asia. 

Each dress is a unique, eco- 
friendly work that takes 
about a week to make by 
hand and comes with a 
$250 price tag. 

Macedo does most of the 
work herself, using giant 
needles for the crochet 
work. 

“Not only do we recycle 
paper, but we also use 
vegetable dyes, cocoa 


bean shells, and we even 
make our own natural ad¬ 
hesives," Macedo told AFP, 
adding that her goal was 
to be as “ecologically pure 
as possible.” 


the 2008 Paris Chocolate 
Festival - which featured 
French singer Anne-Laure 
Girbal wearing one of 
her eco-dresses - fashion 
shows in Tokyo in 2007 and 


crocheted paper with two 
large ruffles, one around 
the neck and the other 
around the hem, made of 
pink polyethylene bags. 
“Paper is good material 



Above and Below: Models wear creations by the Colombian lingerie brand Ronied during a pro- 
motionai event by Boiivia’s state airline BoA as the plane flies from La Paz to Cochabamba, Bolivia, 
Friday Dec. 9, 2011. 


Since starting out in 2005, 
the fashionista has been 
invited to present her work 
at several international 
venues, including the 2006 
Amsterdam Fashion Week, 


2010, and in Madrid in 2010. 
At her seventh fashion 
show, entitled “Recycle 
Yourself” this month in 
La Paz, a model wore a 
white Macedo dress of 


(AP Photo/Juan Karita) 

to work with,” said the de¬ 
signer, boasting that she 
learned how to “give it 
movement” like fabric. 
“It’s the material I feel most 
comfortable with. ”□ 
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A blogger coins a phrase and galvanizes Russian discontent 



Aleksei Navalny, an activist and blogger, near his office 
in central Moscow. Navalny used social media to urge 
his foiiowers to protest against the reported vioiations re¬ 
garding Russia’s recent parliamentary eiections, and if its 
turnout is large enough, he will be credited for mobilizing 
a generation of young Russians through sociai media, a 
leap much like the one that gave the U.S. Occupy Waii 
Street and youthful uprisings throughout Europe this year. 

(James Hill/The New York Times) 


ELLEN BARRY 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - The man most 
responsible for the ex¬ 
traordinary burst of anti¬ 
government activism here 
over the past week will not 
speak at o roily planned for 
Saturday, or even attend it, 
because he is in prison. 

Cut off from the Internet, 
Russia’s best-known blog¬ 
ger will hove to wait until 
the next morning, when his 
lawyer will take him o stack 
of printouts telling him what 
happened - whether the 
protest fizzled, exploded 
into violence or mode his¬ 
tory. 

At o final coordinating 
meeting for the protest 
Friday evening, where o 
roomful of veteran organiz¬ 
ers were shouting to moke 
themselves heard, o young 
environmental activist 
turned toward the crowd, 
suddenly grove. 

“I’d like to thank Aleksei Na¬ 
valny,’’ she said. “Thanks to 
him, specifically because of 
the efforts of this concrete 
person, tomorrow thou¬ 
sands of people will come 
out to the square. It was 
he who united us with the 


idea: oil against ‘the Party 
of Swindlers and Thieves,’” 
the name Navalny coined 
to refer to Vladimir V. Pu¬ 
tin’s political party. United 
Russia. 

A week ago, Navalny, 35, 
was famous mainly within 
the narrow context of Rus¬ 
sia's blogosphere. But af¬ 
ter Sunday’s parliamentary 
elections, he channeled 
accumulated anger over 
reported violations into 
street politics, calling out to 
“nationalists, liberals, leftists, 
greens, vegetarians, Mar¬ 
tians” via his Twitter feed 
(135,750 followers) and his 
blog (61,184) to protest the 
way the elections were 
conducted. 

If Saturday's protest is os 
large as its organizers seem 
to expect - the city has 
granted a permit for 30,000 
- Navalny will be credited 
for mobilizing a generation 
of young Russians through 
social media, a leap much 
like the one that spawned 
Occupy Wall Street and 
youth uprisings throughout 
Europe this year. 

The full measure of Na- 
valny’s charisma became 
clear after protests Monday 


night; an estimated 5,000 
people materialized, mak¬ 
ing it the largest anti-Krem- 
lin demonstration in recent 
memory, and Navalny was 
arrested on charges of re¬ 
sisting the police and sen¬ 
tenced to 15 days in prison. 
All that night, as tempera¬ 
tures dipped below freez¬ 
ing, Navalny's hipster dis¬ 
ciples stood vigil outside 
the precinct where he was 
being held, their eyes flick¬ 
ering to their Twitter feeds. 
Someone had spread a 
rumor that he was dead, 
and even his lawyers were 
unsure of his whereabouts, 
adding to the sense that 
Navalny - who has been 
reluctant to present himself 
as a political leader - was 
at the center of everything 
that was happening. 

“He is the only man who 
con take oil the common 
hipsters and make them go 
onto the street,” said Anton 
Nikolayev, 35, who spent 
much of Tuesday lingering 
outside courtrooms hoping 
to see Navalny. “He is a fig¬ 
ure who could beat Putin if 
he was allowed.” 

This assertion may sound 
far-fetched. Putin, now in 


his 12th year as Russia’s 
paramount leader, has 
approval ratings above 
60 percent, according to 
the independent Levada 
Center. As recently as two 
weeks ago, Levada found 
that 60 percent of Russians 
surveyed were not willing 
to consider any figure from 
the anti-Putin opposition as 
o presidential candidate. 


Only 1 percent named 
Navalny, whose expo¬ 
sure is through Twitter and 
his blogs, Navalny.ru and 
Rospil.info. 

But the aftermath of Sun¬ 
day's parliamentary elec¬ 
tions has shaken political 
assumptions, largely be¬ 
cause the authorities seem 
unable to regain control of 
the public discourse.Q 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Homemade Arnban Cigar 




ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 



specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Stocks closed higher Friday as debt deal evolves 



Specialist Ronnie Howard, right, works at the post that trades Dupont on the floor ot the New York 
Stock Exchange. U.S. stock indexes rose in early trading last week atter 26 European nations agreed 
to consider tying their economies together more closely in hopes ot preventing another debt crisis. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


NEW YORK (AP) — A deal to 
forge stronger ties between 
most of Europe's econo¬ 
mies sent stocks sharply 
higher at the end of lost 
week os hopes grew that 
the region is close to resolv¬ 
ing its debt crisis. The Dow 
Jones industrial overage 
rose 186 points. 

The Dow and S&P 500 both 
hod their second straight 
week of gains. Financial 
stocks rose the most over 
the week as worries eased 
about Europe. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury note 
rose bock above 2 percent 
os investors shed low-risk 
investments.AII 17 nations 
that use the euro agreed 
to sign o treaty that allows 
o central European author¬ 
ity closer oversight of their 
budgets. Nine other EU na¬ 
tions ore considering it. Brit¬ 
ain is the lone holdout. 

The agreement came otter 
marathon overnight talks 
among European lead¬ 
ers at o two-doy summit in 
Brussels. A deal on tighter 


fiscal control is considered 
o crucial step before the 
European Central Bonk 
will consider committing 
more money to lower bor¬ 
rowing costs of heavily in¬ 


debted countries like Italy 
and Spain by buying their 
bonds. 

Ryan Detrick, senior tech¬ 
nical strategist with Schaf¬ 
fer's Investment Research, 


cautioned that investors 
hove been disappointed 
by Europe's previous efforts 
to contain its debt crisis. The 
market will likely remain vol¬ 
atile in the coming weeks. 


Detrick said, because the 
Europe plan is “only o mi¬ 
nor step” toward o solution. 
“We've seen these agree¬ 
ments before, and they 
con just os easily deterio¬ 
rate," Detrick said. 

The Dow closed up 186.56 
points, or 1.6 percent, at 
12,184.26. It's up 1.4 per¬ 
cent for the week. 

Bonk stocks led the market 
higher, reflecting traders' 
optimism about Europe's 
progress toward solving its 
crisis. Citigroup Inc. rose 3.7 
percent, Morgan Stanley 
3.1 percent and JPMorgon 
Chose & Co. 3 percent. 
Bonks hove been weighed 
down for months by fears 
about their exposure to 
Europe. The biggest Euro¬ 
pean bonks hove been 
downgraded. If Europe's 
crisis spins out of control, 
U.S. bonks that do business 
with them would also suffer 
because of the closely in¬ 
tertwined relationships be¬ 
tween global lenders and 
financial markets. □ 
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• TOMORROW • 

Earn DOUBLE POINTS on Tuesday! 
All slots, all day from 10am to 4am 


Sports Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS BOOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


CASINO 
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Where 7\ruba goes to play! 
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Europe sees way out of crisis 


DON MELVIN 
GABRIELE STEINHAUSER 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Working 
almost to exhaustion and 
persuading Gauntries one 
by one, European leaders 
agreed Friday ta redefine 
their continent — hoping 
that by joining their fiscal 
fortunes they might stop a 
crippling debt crisis, save 
the euro currency and pre¬ 
vent worldwide economic 
chaos. 

Only one country said no: 
Britain. It will risk isalation 
while the rest of the conti¬ 
nent plots its future. 

The coalition came togeth¬ 
er in a marathon negotiat¬ 
ing session among the 27 
European Union heads of 
government — hard bar¬ 
gaining that began with 
dinner Thursday evening 
and ended after 4 a.m., 
when red-eyed afficials 
appeared before weary 
journalists ta explain their 
praposed treaty. 

It was a major step forward 
in the long, postwar march 
toward European integra¬ 
tion. It was two decades 
ago, on Dec. 9 and 10, 
1991, that European nego¬ 
tiators drafted a treaty in 
Maastricht, Netherlands, to 
unite their politics, create 
a central bank and, one 
day, invent a cammon cur¬ 
rency. 

Friday’s agreement — 23 
Gauntries are in favar and 
three more say they are 
open to the idea — would 
force countries to submit 
their budgets for central 
review and limit the deficits 
they can run. 

The hope is that it will stem 
a crisis over sovereign debt 
that consumed Greece, 
spread ta Ireland, Italy, 
Portugal and Spain, and 
threatens ta explode into 
a worldwide financial cri¬ 
sis capable of pushing the 
global economy into re¬ 


cession. 

“This is the breakthrough 
to the stability union,” Ger¬ 
man Chancellar Angela 
Merkel said. “We are using 
the crisis as an oppartunity 
far a renewal.” 

Ta prevent excessive defi¬ 
cits, Gauntries in the treaty 
will have to submit their 
national budgets to the 
European Commission, the 
executive body of the EU, 
which will have the power 
to send them back for revi¬ 
sion. 

They must also bring their 
budgets close to balance. 
Except in special circum¬ 
stances, the budget deficit 
at a cauntry wan’t be able 
to exceed 0.5 percent of 
gross domestic product, 
the amount of goods and 
services produced by its 
economy. An unspecified 
“automatic correction 
mechanism” wauld punish 
the rule-breakers. 

Germany and France insist 
that fiscal unian is the best 
way to regain market trust, 
badly shaken by the esca¬ 
lating financial crisis. Most 
economists think it will not 
be enough. 

They say the euro countries 
also need enough money 
to guarantee that they can 
pay the massive debts that 
have resulted from running 
budget deficits year after 
year. Euro leaders put aft 
until March a decision on 
whether to provide money 
on top of a €500 billion, or 
$668 billion, bailout fund for 
euro countries. 

European leaders did 
agree to add €200 billion to 
the International Monetary 
Fund to help ailing coun¬ 
tries. 

Only 17 of the 27 European 
Unian cauntries use the 
eura currency, and its sta¬ 
bility has been threatened 
by the massive national 
debts of some of those 
17. All but two of the 10 


A Ferrari sports car drives down Rome’s fashionable Via 
del Corso shopping street, Friday, Dec. 9, 2011. All Euro¬ 
pean Union states except Britain moved toward setting 
up a new treaty Friday, giving up crucial powers over 
their own budgets in an attempt to overcome a crippling 
debt crisis. 

(AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) 


non-euro countries — Brit¬ 
ain and Denmark — are 
committed to adopting it 
eventually. 

The cauntries that use 
the eura found they had 
friends amang these that 
do not. At least six and as 
many as nine nan-euro 
countries are willing to 
bind themselves to the 
euro countries in a pact 
aimed at having their 
economies converge. 
Britain said no for two rea¬ 
sons: Prime Minister David 
Cameran’s Canservative 
Party includes a strong an- 
ti-EU element, and Cam- 
eran, despite trying deep 
inta the night, failed to win 
an exemption from regula¬ 
tion of the British financial 
industry. 

The other leaders would 
have none of it: Bankers 


and lack of regulation are 
viewed an the cantinent as 
a prime cause of the finan¬ 
cial crisis. 

“What was on offer is not in 


Britain’s interest, so I didn’t 
agree ta it,” Cameron said. 
“We’re not in the euro, and 
I’m glad we’re not in the 
euro.Q 


Yoga 

Rejuvenation 


FOR 


^^Rejuvenate your natural 
rhythm & harmony, impro 
strength & flexibility” 




Regular yoga class fee $15 p.p 


Daily Yoga Schedule: 

Morning Yoga: Mon thru Fri at 8:00 am 
Snoozer s Yoga: Tue & Fri at 10:30 am 
Vinyasa Flow: Mon & Wed at 7:00 pm 
Beach Yoga: Only on Wed at 5:30 pm 



: Manchebo 
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Cut out this coupon and receive a 
$5 discount on your yoga class! 

Rachel Brathen I Certified Yoga Director I E-mail: yoga@manchebo.com 
www.manchebo.com I Tel: (297) 582-3444 I (297) 749-0158 

Coupon is limited to one class per person I Promotion Valid Until December 31st 
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Year of the Shoco, 2012 Aruba Bird Calendar launched 



ORANJESTAD - Aruba Bird- 
life Conservation proposes 
2012 to be the Year of the 
Shoco, the year of wisdom. 
2012 should be Aruba’s 
year of nature conserva¬ 
tion. Aruba Birdlife Conser¬ 
vation proposes that a Na¬ 
tional Conservation Master 
Plan be developed and 
implemented in an effort 
to save very important na¬ 
ture areas. Achieving such 
would guarantee a certain 
level of quality of Product 
Aruba and in turn guar¬ 
antee a certain level of 
quality of life to all.Aruba’s 
Arikok National Park, which 
is good for some 17% of the 
island’s surface, is a true 
jewel, but it does not reflect 
the complete variety of mi¬ 
cro habitats to be found in 
Aruba. For instance, Aruba 
is internationally known 
for its 3 IBA’s, or Important 
Bird Areas, none of which 
are part of our National 
Park. These are the reef is¬ 
lands at the San Nicolas 
Bay area, Spanish Lagoon 
and Bubali Plas. While our 
national park is among 
the most arid of places on 
the island and its northern 
border with the Caribbean 
Sea can be quite hostile, 
the important bird areas 
are to its contrary charac¬ 
terized by their peaceful 
interplay between land 


and water which gener¬ 
ates better opportunities 
for Aruba’s wildlife. Of the 
224 bird species regis¬ 
tered in Aruba, less than 
25% of the species can be 
found in our national park. 
Aruba Birdlife Conserva¬ 
tion proposes that the fol¬ 
lowing areas be added 
to our National Park in or¬ 


der to conserve a more 
holistic representation of 
Aruba’s variety of micro 
habitats, which would 
then cover a greater vari¬ 
ety of our flora and fauna. 
Areas of Aruba which 
should be conserved for fu¬ 
ture generations by adding 
them to our national park 
entail among others the 


three above mentioned 
important bird areas. We 
can start with all the reef is¬ 
lands adjacent to the south 
coast of the island. These 
contribute significantly to 
one of Aruba’s unique traits 
in the world. Aruba is so far 
the only place in the world 
where 10 species of terns 
breed. The Bubali Plas, 


once a bird wildlife hotspot 
is beginning to lose its im¬ 
portance. Plans are in the 
making to revamp this lo¬ 
cation through water and 
reed management, which 
would boost its importance 
back to its original level. 


Continued on Page 11 
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The Spanish Lagoon is con¬ 
nected to our national 


pork by two ‘rooien’, Rooi 
Toki and Rooi Bringomoso. 
Adding the Spanish La¬ 
goon and these green cor¬ 
ridors to the notional pork 
would directly link o port 
ot the south side of our is¬ 
land with the northern pork 
area. In accordance with 
world nature conservation 
recommendations, oil ar¬ 
eas containing mangrove 
trees should be conserved 
by adding them to the 
pork. Areas such os from 
Mangel Holto to Santo Lar¬ 
go (Aruba’s most extensive 
mangrove area) os well os 
the mangrove areas from 
Porkietenbos Landfill oil the 
way to the Vorodero yacht 
club should be added to 
our notional pork. The reef 
islands in front of the Oran- 
jestod harbor, which were 
once covered with man¬ 
groves, could become o 
nice restoration project. 
Our solihos which contrib¬ 
ute to the survival chances 


of migratory birds should 
be port of the conservation 
efforts. Soliho di Molmok, 
Soliho di Polmbeoch, Soliho 
Santo Largo and Soliho So- 
voneto should be included 
in the notional pork os well 
os our ponds (tonkis). Oth¬ 
er important areas such 
os Rooi Lomoenchi, Cero 
Teishi, Rooi Mononchi, the 
seaside area from Zeewijk 
to Cura Cabay and from 
Kudoreba (westpunt) to 
Arashi should also be incor¬ 
porated. Then there are our 
beautiful dunes which can¬ 
not be excluded. And lost 
but not least, the wings to 
the sides of Parke Nocionol 
Arikok should be extended. 
To compliment these ter¬ 
restrial areas, the largest 
port possible of our territori¬ 
al waters including beach¬ 
es should be declared 
Aruba's marine pork. 
Aruba Birdlife Conservation 
started a campaign on 
February 4, 2011 to get our 


Shoco nominated as the 
National Bird of Aruba. Dr. 
Adrian Delnevo recently es¬ 
timated that there ore only 
approximately 200 pairs of 
Shoco’s left. 

The numbers continue to 
dwindle. The Shoco is one 
of the two endemic sub¬ 
species Aruba has. Pro¬ 
tecting this unique bird of 
Aruba may prevent its ex¬ 
tinction. We hope that the 
Government of Aruba will 
soon declare our Shoco the 
Notional Bird of Aruba. The 
nomination of our Shoco, 
the symbol of wisdom, os 
the Notional Bird of Aruba, 
could then be seen os the 
kick-off for the develop¬ 


ment and implementa¬ 
tion of an ambitious Na¬ 
tional Conservation Master 
Plan. Just Imagine Aruba! 
This is the fourth consecu¬ 
tive year that Aruba Bird- 
life Conservation has 
launched o bird calendar. 
We ore grateful to Chortis, 
the sponsor os well os the 
ministers and members of 
parliament who are start¬ 
ing to rally conservation 
efforts. The calendars ore 
on sole for 12,50 florin and 
oil funds go to the Aruba 
Birdlife Conservation foun¬ 
dation. Contact con be es¬ 
tablished via orubo.birdlife. 
conservation@gmaiLcom. 
□ 
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Jairo Boekhoudt celebrates birthday at Windows of Aruba 
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DIVI LINKS - Aruba’s su¬ 
persong bird Jairo Boek¬ 
houdt was honored on 
Thursday afternoon by 
his friends at Windows of 
Aruba at the Divi Links. 
Not only was there o lot 
of fun and cheer, Jairo 
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together with his talent¬ 
ed musical friends took 
over the band’s equip¬ 
ment for an hour long 
jam session. On the guitar 
was Armin Solognier and 
Izoiro on the Bongos with 
Jairo leading the way 
with his beautiful voice. 
The pictures show the 
fun that was hod, tonight 
Jairo will perform live at 
Cote Chaos in Down¬ 
town Oronjestod across 
from the cinemas.Q 
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In this Aug. 28, 2011 file 
photo, singer Adele is 
shown at the MTV Video 
Music Awards in Los Ange¬ 
les 

Associated Press 

Adele is 
Billboard's 
top artist 
of 2011 


NEW YORK (AP) — If there is 
a “best-of” list for music this 
year, it's a safe bet to put 
Adele on top. 

Billboard has declared 
her the No. 1 artist of 
2011. Rihanna was No. 2, 
followed by Katy Perry, 
Lady Gaga and Lil Wayne. 
The list, announced Friday, 
takes into account album 
sales, charting singles, radio 
airplay and other factors. 
Rounding out the list was 
Bruno Mars at No. 6, Nicki 
Minaj at No. 7, Taylor Swift 
at No. 8, Justin Bieber at 
No. 9 and Chris Brown at 
No. 10. 

Adele’s album “21” was 
the best-selling of the 
year with 4.8 million sold. 
Following “21” on the 
list: Swift's “Speak Now,” 
Gaga's “Born This Way,” 
Jason Aldean's “My Kinda 
Party” and Susan Boyle's 
“The Gift.”a 
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Rentals 


For several clients we are 
looking for houses, well 
maintained, preferably with 
pool, available to rent 


Visit our website: 
www.arubahappvrentals.com 

for an overview of our listings. 
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can be Koeiensted Phce; SfiOOO 
Cel. (297) 791-2012 
raxaaiUlhalleyigtHSbtuil.cOri 

_ iMfrwo 

FOR SALE 

wkSI Platinum December wk 
1 bedroom sleep 4 Tropicana 
Amba Resod $8000 
Call $93-4632 ot 
hiiervaie soaps @gnudi.oom 

WTH 


FOR SALE 

Tchs Rasalas hom owners 
Costa Linda Beadi Resoit 

2 tar wk 50181 Rocrni3007 
pocLloceBn view Price: SfiO-OOO 
both Cd. (397) 731-2012 
romnnthalleyfllhotiinalljoni 

HUJW 

FimA SriiK f&f uh 

wk Ab Aj^bl CFubi $l^ uhi 

13&|:MOgwk47Tnfipk^a Ibi 
Sasw Ptjyj Lkida Rm 
fiAd 401 lOf 2 Se8«] 

E-mail, 

PSYCHIC HEALER 

U:m 

Sotvfls aJ pfoUema of if? 

. Bnr)$3 Luck, 

Hfiatfii, Happen pBdOfl -of hiiiHf 
CalNkw(21C^7S7Ha6ffl 

mm 

For Sale 

49 0A« MIOOrn lOr saH m 

Imkfwrnpfefli pnw S19X5 

remviM pod Ibar b oc^aty 

5i)W51-«lie 

Eimail. fTTMfir^acl.cbm 

_ iiuaciA . 

FOR RENT 

Do y$u wanllio $lay now days 
in ^ba*? 

We have apts 3; houses for rent 
by days, weeks & monihs 
Cal: 73^1/745^10 
£-n»ad: 

Hianla lemteggmiiii.ooin 

FOR SALE 

Brand new home in Noord. only 

3 minutes to high rise hotels 
beaches ^ night life. 

Full fumihire. 2 bedroma, 2 
baths, nice livingroom. cute 
kilchen granite top for S160.000 
only! 

Call:73S-66B1 f 74S-3510 
E-msii: 

ml8ndalxBiness<$l!hQtrTL3iLoeiri 

_ IgJJgJi 


For Sale 

Msmga Surf Chib. 1m (21 badwr^ 
Ocean vnw' SsaseW weeks H 
tirw^ 5(1 (Mw Sdi ihiov^ 
p«cemb«r i^ihjkisjibie H) bfriA«<i 

•vify|^|l|a«wcM4ay^r. SpU 

weeks) Aakhg pike: 517 jQOOjW v 
bMdfler coniaa 
mi ow j iicn. Maw PnerGadiiifa 
Addieu: i»5 OH bribe T^ptte. 
East Brunsvikk. Nen Jersey OO&lb 
E-nUil: pMl^Ad£@if4ri^n. riAt 



Vlolonco jFVgalnst Womerb 


Pharmacy on duty 

Y ORANJESTAD: 


fltftici ^igkTikMa4i53 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


ftpUei fan Ueit Tel; SM4?1i 


Police 

SiiMliOD 

OrurfjinEiid 

Hoard 557-QTO 

SIfl. ClMH 5ft5^710 




Emergency 


Numbers 

i^i 

ErTWfgiincy 


PQfcW 

IW 

Fif* DdpL 

115 

Firs Dapl. II 


RjIfflTIpIlii# 

11141 


527-4 C« 

Oranjestad 

AfTibuLanc* 

5fl2-1234 

PblitiB 

6«^40e0 

San Nicolas 

AjnbulaAca 

564^5656 

P'QftCT SlntJQfi 

S64-SW 

BOn 

564-1 m 

VMro 5«CL^ 

564-1TZO 

Services 

Inlowwtkwi 

14S 

Sdor 

5a2v5asi 

msi 

562-1116 

Taxi- TilA 

5A7-59Q0 

PrcriOMrUII Tsn 

ssti-ooas 

Taxi D.r.S. 


54iV^ 

563-3232 


Cruise Ship 

12 laldnd 

[Jown Onram 



MAaAifpOfl Tfll,5?4-2424 

Am^rtwn Alrfino? Tfll: 

To^: 

DuCdi AnTJIn Td:£iS*1WD 

li-iHHAir T«l: 566-93-14 

Tp(: SW-iS-M 

^nrtflnW 562-7-696 

Tiara Air ™:566-c??2 

V^tno^ioLiru Tol: ^$^7^74 

FgiUndali^n 

Fellowship CNnIc 

Tal 564-6440 

Alcflivollsm 5. C?tvg A4«llalOfl. 
Aiwytvil^y ^iirtP* 

Foundation Anli-Droga 
Anjba 

IfADA^ Ibt 53a-299S 

Foundaljon 

Rgfipotami 

Td: 

□iabeiic Founciarion 
Arubamo 

T«l: 563-34D6 

Narcolit^^S Anonymous 

r<H: SB>6969 

Foundallon Amor 
pa Prohimo 

TH: 564-6354 566-&97V 
Wom^n in Diffi’diiltios- 
Foundalion 

T^jl: 5W-54W 
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IGH SPEED RENTAL KARTS 


Arrive & Drive 

For Eventi^ ChampiariBhip Package!- or ResarvatiafiB 


gKperlencc the ThrIH of OUTDOOR KARTING In Aruba TODAY ! 
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aocl escort service 


Pick-up Si Dtlivcry 24f 7 

Serving Men-Couples- Women 
All Genders 

Red Light lour 

The bosl irt the Caribbean 


lDOLL^/|P 

,i\.)vy!:i-J ^ajS 

uir^Aci* 

•CiOiwijVUl'i.rilMr WMMFt 

vn Ffn ¥DU ifTMm duhat rm. 

cel: 297 967Sd24 


Jay-Z to raise money, 
perform at Carnegie Haii 


MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jay-Z 
didn't graduate tram high 
schaal, but he's encour¬ 
aging others to value their 
education. 


The rapper announced 
Thursday that he will per¬ 
form two shows at New 
York's Carnegie Hall in Feb¬ 
ruary to benefit the Shawn 
Carter Scholarship Founda¬ 
tion and the United Way of 


New York City. 

“Education is super impor¬ 
tant," Joy-Z said. “I don't 
have o high school diplo¬ 
ma or a college diploma, 
but still for me to articulate, 

I had to have some form of 
schooling to articulate my 
thoughts." 

The concerts will take place 
on Feb. 6 and Feb. 7. Tick¬ 
ets in the private sale will 
range from $500 to $2500. 
The press conference an¬ 
nounced Jay-Z os the first 
solo hip-hop artist to ploy 
at the famed venue, 
though Wylcef Jeon per¬ 
formed at there in 2001 
with Stevie Wonder, 

Eric Clapton and Whitney 
Houston. 

“I feel like they bent the 
rules so that could moke 
sense for me right now, but 
I'll take it," Joy-Z said with o 
laugh. 

Jay-Z soys performing at 
the venue is a big deal for 
hip-hop, and he’s happy to 
bring the genre to greater 
heights.Q 
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7^ 3^ Oh 7^ 

Caff Now 0003297 
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arubae^Corl^Qhotniaif.-pn^ 


The First & Only Lsgal One in Aruba Since 1997 


Yap Ylim 


We service Men, 
Women Couples 


Sate Tours to the Red Ught District with private guide; 24 Hours Straight Service ■ We Guarantee 


A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 7 Days a Week ANYTIME * Qualltyi Service Relrabitity 
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iOtYEARS 
RIENCE. 
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BUY NOW . 100% OWNERSHIP • BUY NOW 

LUXURIOUS c^Ai ^ 




2 bedr/2bath Starting from 

US$.244,167 CASH deal 


Excellent Investment 
ON PROPERTY LAND 

Visit our Model Suite: 

J .E. Irausquin Sou leva rd Palm Beach . ARUBA 
Phone: { 257 } 730.9B.01 - (2971 586.96.96 
www.acquaruba.com 


U.S., 13 other countries vow to back online freedoms 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Fourteen countries 
including the United States 
vowed Friday to work to 
promote online freedoms, 
with an emphasis on help¬ 
ing bloggers who operate 
under oppressive regimes. 
The countries, which also 
included Britain, France 
and Canada, endorsed 
a statement at the end 
of a two-day conference 
in the Netherlands saying 
that their goals included 
preventing “the misappro¬ 
priation of technologiesfor 
repressive ends, inappro¬ 
priate requests for personal 
data for political purposes, 
and illegitimate blocking 
of content.” 

The conference was in¬ 
spired in part by the blog¬ 
gers and social network 
users who have played a 
key role in fomenting the 
revolutions of the “Arab 
Spring" — and took great 
risks along the way. 

Other countries signing off 
on the statement came 
from Europe, Africa, Asia 
and Latin America, but did 
not include any regimes 
from the Middle East or the 
Arab world. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hill¬ 
ary Clinton opened the 
Freedom Online confer¬ 
ence Thursday with a di¬ 
rect call for companies not 
to sell surveillance tools to 
authoritarian regimes. 

In an emotional speech Fri¬ 
day, Syrian blogger Amjad 
Baiazy said his country's 
surveillance system was 
built by Western compa¬ 
nies. He said he was ar¬ 
rested and tortured in May 
for expressing his opinion 


online, and a friend was 
arrested as recently as this 
week for a Facebook post¬ 
ing. 

He called on governments 
to fight for “security of citi¬ 
zens, not corporations or 
governments.” 

Dutch Foreign Minister Uri 
Rosenthal said the confer¬ 
ence had created “a co¬ 
alition that will share infor¬ 
mation online and offline 
on freedom of expression, 
a coalition that will support 
individuals particularly op¬ 
erating in oppressive envi¬ 
ronments in the exercise of 
human rights ... through the 



U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, left, 
delivers a brief statement as Dutch Foreign Minister Uri 
Rosenthal, right, listens at the Dutch Foreign Ministry in 
The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday Dec. 8, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Internet.” 

Companies and civil liber¬ 
ties groups also attended, 
including many that al¬ 
ready participate in proj¬ 
ects with similar views such 
as the Global Network Ini¬ 
tiative and Silicon Valley 
Standard. 

Dutch member of parlia¬ 
ment Marietje Schaake 
echoed Clinton's call for 
restraints on selling surveil- 
lancetechnologies, saying 
that companies “with a 
reputation to lose" — such 
as Google, one of the con¬ 
ference's sponsors — are 
more likely to heed it.Q 
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NASA rover prepares for 5th winter on Mars 



This image provided by NASA shows a fragment aiong the rim 
of Endeavour Crater where the Mars rover Opportunity has been 
expioring since August. 

Associated Press 


ALICIA CHANG 

AP Science Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

NASA's lone surviving Mars 
rover has been busy ex¬ 
ploring its surroundings 
since it rolled up to its lat¬ 
est crater destination four 
months ago. Now the solar- 
powered Opportunity is in 
search of a place to spend 
its fifth winter. 

The robot geologist has 
been scouting out sites 
along the crater rim that 
not only have interesting 
rocks to examine but also 
ample sunshine. The hardy 
rover survived four previous 
Martian winters. Scientists 
expect no different and 
even drew up a to-do list. 
Opportunity will “keep ac¬ 
tive all winter long," said 
Bruce Banerdt, rover proj¬ 
ect scientist at NASA head¬ 
quarters. 

Among its chores: study¬ 
ing bedrock and soil at its 
chosen winter site. While 
Opportunity can drive short 
distances from one out¬ 
crop to another, it can’t 


venture far in the cold. 

It’s a bittersweet juncture 
for Opportunity, which 
along with its twin. Spirit, 
landed on opposite sides 


of the red planet in Janu¬ 
ary 2004. Both operated 
beyond their original three- 
month mission and found 
geologic evidence that 


Mars once was warmer 
and wetter than it is today. 
Spirit suddenly stopped 
communicating with Earth 
last year, shortly after it be¬ 
came stuck in fluffy sand. 
NASA diligently listened 
for any sign from Spirit and 
finally gave up this past 
spring. Despite Spirit’s de¬ 
mise, Opportunity contin¬ 
ued to trek across the Mar¬ 
tian plains and arrived at 
the western rim of Endea¬ 
vour Crater in August. The 
rover has wowed scientists 
with discoveries at the site, 
which includes rocks and 
soil unlike any it has en¬ 
countered during its years 
roaming the planet. 
Opportunity recently un¬ 
covered a mineral deposit 
that formed from water 
flowing out of volcanic 
rocks. Chief scientist Steve 
Squyres of Cornell Univer¬ 
sity called it the “single 
most powerful piece of evi¬ 
dence” that Opportunity 
has found so far of liquid 
water existing on Mars long 
ago. 


The finding was presented 
Wednesday at a meeting 
of the American Geophysi¬ 
cal Union in San Francisco. 
With a little over 21 miles 
(33 kilometers) on its odom¬ 
eter, Opportunity is show¬ 
ing some wear, including 
an arthritic shoulder, but is 
otherwise in good health. 
“It’s going on eight years, 
but we’re not done yet,” 
said Ray Arvidson, the mis¬ 
sion deputy scientist from 
Washington University in St. 
Louis. That’s eight years as 
measured in Earth time. A 
Martian year is equivalent 
to 687 Earth days, or nearly 
two Earth years. 
Opportunity will soon get 
some company on the sur¬ 
face. NASA launched its 
latest spacecraft to Mars 
last month, a mega-rover 
named Curiosity that’s set 
to land next summer. 

The $2.5 billion mission will 
study a mountain inside a 
crater to determine wheth¬ 
er the environment was 
conducive for microbial 
life.Q 
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